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requirements of applicable portions of
Title 5, United States Code, this part,
and part 251, and shall report its find-
ings to the Panama Area Personnel
Board.

§ 253.7 Deviations.
Whenever strict compliance with the

letter of the regulations in this part
would create practical difficulties or
undue hardships, the Panama Area
Personnel Board may permit a devi-
ation from these regulations. Such au-
thority may be exercised only if the de-
viation is within the spirit of the regu-
lations, and the efficiency of the U.S.
Government and the integrity of the
Panama Canal Employment System
are protected and promoted. Any devi-
ation authorized, and the reasons
therefor, shall be made a matter of
record.

§ 253.8 Exclusions.
(a) Pursuant to the provisions of

§ 253.4(b), the positions specified by
paragraphs (b), (c), (d), and (e) of this
section, and incumbents thereof, are
excluded, to the extent indicated, from
the provisions of Subchapter II and the
regulations in this part, with the ex-
ception of § 253.47, and in part 251 of
this chapter.

(b) The following positions are ex-
cluded from all the provisions of sub-
chapter II (except sections 1217 and
1218) and from the regulations in this
part and in part 251 of this chapter (ex-
cept for §§ 251.25, 251.31 and 251.32 of this
chapter):

(1) The Administrator, Deputy Ad-
ministrator, Chief Engineer, Chief Fi-
nancial Officer, Inspector General, As-
sistant to the Chairman and Secretary,
and Assistant to the Secretary for Con-
gressional Affairs of the Panama Canal
Commission.

(2) Persons in the active military,
naval, or public health service of the
United States appointed to the Panama
Canal Commission.

(3) Consultants and experts when em-
ployed under the provisions of 5 U.S.C.
3109 or other statutory authority.

(4) Any employee excluded by 5
U.S.C. 2105(c) from coverage under laws
administered by the Office of Personnel
Management.

(5) The Ombudsman.

(6) Positions in the Panama Canal
Commission and the incumbents there-
of, if a substantial portion of the duties
and responsibilities are performed in
the United States. All of the rights and
privileges which are provided by appli-
cable laws and regulations for citizens
of the United States employed in the
competitive service, except Title 5 U.S.
Code, Chapter 43 pertaining to perform-
ance appraisal, are extended to the in-
cumbents of such positions, other than
the Secretary and the Assistant to the
Secretary for Congressional Affairs of
the Panama Canal Commission.

(c) The following positions, and the
incumbents thereof, are excluded from
the provisions of section 1212 of the
Panama Canal Act which provide for
merit selection for employment, sec-
tion 1213 of the said Act and Subparts
B and C of the regulations in this part:

(1) Attorneys.
(2) Positions designated as fee-rate

positions within the Special Category
established by § 251.24.

(3) Positions requiring part-time or
intermittent services in which the indi-
vidual appointee will receive during his
service year compensation that aggre-
gates not more than 40 percent of the
annual salary rate for the first step of
grade 3 in the applicable Non-Manual
schedule.

(4) Positions designated by the agen-
cy as appropriate for use as Student
Trainee positions and which are filled
under a cooperative work-study agree-
ment between an agency and a college
or university approved for participa-
tion in such a program by the agency.

(5) Positions that are filled by men-
tally retarded or severely physically
handicapped persons pursuant to regu-
lations issued by the agency. Such reg-
ulations shall conform, in substance, to
those utilized to authorize appoint-
ment of the aforesaid classes of persons
in Federal employment in the United
States.

(6) The positions in the Panama
Canal Commission of Deputy Chief En-
gineer and Associate Ombudsman.

(7) Student assistant positions.
(8) Any service employee assigned to

the residence of the Administrator of
the Panama Canal Commission when so
designated by the Administrator.
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